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protection of His Majesty, and inhabited wholly or in part
by natives, and upon such transfer the Governor-General
in Council may undertake the government of such territory
upon the terms and conditions embodied in the Schedule
to this Act.1
X.—amendment of act.
152. Parliament may by law repeal or alter any of the Amend-
provisions of this Act: Provided that no provision thereof,
for the operation of which a definite period of time is
prescribed, shall during such period be repealed or altered:
And provided further that no repeal or alteration of the
provisions contained in this section, or in sections thirty-
three and thirty-four (until the number of members of the
House of Assembly has reached the limit therein prescribed,
or until a period of ten years has elapsed after the estab-
lishment of the Union, whichever is the longer period), or
in sections thirty-five and one hundred and thirty-seven,
shall be valid unless the Bill embodying such repeal or alter-
ation shall be passed by both Houses of Parliament sitting
together, and at the third reading be agreed to by not less
than two-thirds of the total number of members of both
Houses. A Bill so passed at such joint sitting shall be
taken to have been duly passed by both Houses of Par-
liament*2
1 The Act here marks a considerable change of policy. Hitherto the
High Commissioner has acted in his relations with the native territories
independently of his responsible advisers. For the present, however,
the Native Territories, comprising Basutoland, Bechuanaland Protectorate
and Swaziland, notwithstanding the establishment of the Union, still
remain under imperial control, and are administered by Kesident Com-
missioners, under the direction of the Governor-General as High Com-
missioner, who legislates by means of Statutory Proclamations published
in the Official Gazette. The inhabitants of these Territories were and
to some extent still are very reluctant to come under the jurisdiction
of the Union.
* The comparative simplicity with which an amendment of the Consti-
tution can be made springs from the fact that South Africa is a union,
not a federation.

